
 
News Release

 
INCJ to invest in PeptiStar, Inc. 

Company manufactures non-standard peptide drug APIs under contract 
 

- Non-standard peptides1 are a next-generation middle molecular medicine for which 
Japanese and global pharmaceutical companies are accelerating R&D 

- The investment will promote open innovation through collaboration with multiple 
Japanese companies, which will be involved in various aspects of the manufacturing 
process of the non-standard peptide drug APIs2 

- Objective is to establish an R&D, manufacturing, and sales framework to produce world-
leading non-standard peptide drug APIs   

 
Tokyo, April 18, 2018 – Innovation Network Corporation of Japan (INCJ) announced today its 

decision to invest in PeptiStar, Inc. (PeptiStar), a company which conducts contract manufacturing 

of non-standard peptide drug APIs. INCJ will invest a maximum of JPY750 million in growth capital 

through a third-party allocation of shares. PeptiStar was established on September 1, 2017 by 

PeptiDream, Inc., Shionogi & Co., Ltd., and Sekisui Chemical Co., Ltd., and the three companies 

announced additional investments on March 30, 2018. Now, INCJ, companies and venture capitals 

will invest in PeptiStar for the first time. The investment will be used for R&D of non-standard 

peptide drug API manufacturing technology, for the construction of production facilities, and as 

operational capital.  

 

There are high expectations for non-standard peptides as next-generation middle molecular drugs. 

Pharmaceutical companies in Japan and overseas—most notably PeptiDream, which was founded 

based on technology developed at the University of Tokyo—are accelerating R&D in this area. Non-

standard peptides can help develop drugs that inhibit protein-protein interactions, which had 

previously been difficult to achieve with small molecules. In addition, the accumulation of 

experimental data indicates that non-standard peptides are useful against intracellular target 

proteins, which are difficult to reach with antibody drugs. For these reasons, applications as 

pharmaceutical products are expected to expand and the demand for a stable supply of non-

standard peptide drug APIs is increasing worldwide. Despite this, there are no contract 

manufacturing organizations that can meet this demand with high-quality APIs at a reasonable cost.    

 

Against this background, PeptiStar was established with the objective of conducting R&D, 

 
1 Non-standard peptide: Includes 20 kinds of natural amino acids as well as other non-proteinogenic 
types including L-amino acid derivative, D-amino acid, N-methylated amino acid, β-amino acid, etc. It 
is generally a peptide that includes around 8-20 amino acid compounds.  
2 Active pharmaceutical ingredient 



manufacturing, and sales of non-standard peptide drug APIs. The company’s objective is to 

establish a world-leading manufacturing system and promote technological development with 

various companies in each aspect of the manufacturing process.  

 

INCJ hopes to contribute to the reduction of medical expenses in Japan by supporting the low-cost, 

stable production and supply of non-standard peptides, which are expected to develop as a next-

generation pharmaceutical product. In addition, INCJ will promote open innovation among large 

companies, SMEs and venture companies through collaboration with Japanese companies with 

strong expertise in each aspect of the non-standard peptide manufacturing process. INCJ also 

recognizes that non-standard peptide APIs are gaining attention as a next-generation drug 

discovery technology and understands the importance of manufacturing them in Japan and 

ensuring their stable supply domestically and globally. INCJ hopes that this will foster a new industry 

of next-generation pharmaceutical products from Japan.    

 

About PeptiStar, Inc. 

Established:   September 2017  

Business Outline: R&D, production and sales of non-standard peptide drug substances 

Headquarters:  Settsu, Osaka Prefecture   

Representative:  Kiichi Kubota, Representative Director, President  

 
About Innovation Network Corporation of Japan (INCJ) 
INCJ was established in July 2009 as a public-private investment company that provides financial, 

technological and management support for next-generation businesses. INCJ specifically supports 

those projects that combine technologies and varied expertise across industries and materialize 

open innovation. INCJ has the capacity to invest up to JPY2 trillion (approx. US$20 billion). 

 

INCJ’s management team is drawn from the private sector with diverse experience in investment, 

technologies and management. Through its Innovation Network Committee, INCJ assesses 

investment opportunities that contribute to industrial innovation in Japan in line with criteria set by 

the government. 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

Press contacts: 

Innovation Network Corporation of Japan 

Corporate Planning Group, Communications, Irie, Sakai 

21st Floor, Marunouchi Eiraku Building 

1-4-1 Marunouchi, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo 

Tel. (03) 5218-7202 URL : http://www.incj.co.jp/  

http://www.incj.co.jp/


Appendix  

Overview of new investment decision 
 

Target: PeptiStar, Inc. 
Established:  September 2017  

Headquarters:  Settsu, Osaka Prefecture    

Representative: Kiichi Kubota, Representative Director, President  

Business Outline: R&D, production and sales of non-standard peptide drug APIs 

 

Overview of investment 
Authorized Investment:  JPY750 million (maximum) 

Amount Invested: JPY750 million (planned)  

Co-investors: Otsuka Chemical Co.,Ltd., KISHIDA CHEMICAL Co.,Ltd, Shionogi & Co., 

Ltd., SEKISUI CHEMICAL CO.,LTD., Takenaka Corporation, Chiyoda 

Corporation, NAGASE & CO., LTD., Nakamura Choukou Co., Ltd., Nissan 

Chemical Industries, Ltd., Hamari Chemicals, Ltd., PeptiDream, Inc., 

Microwave Chemical Co., Ltd., Mitsubishi Corporation, WATANABE 

CHEMICAL INDUSTRIES, LTD and Venture Capitals                          

Shareholding Ratio:  6.8% (planned)  

Investment Structure Outline: Appendix  

 
Significance of investment 

Supporting social needs:  
- PeptiStar will indirectly support the commercialization of ground-breaking new drugs by promoting 

the production of non-standard peptide drug APIs, which is expected to be a next-generation 

pharmaceutical product 

- PeptiStar will contribute to the reduction of medical expenses through the commercialization of non-

standard peptides with low production cost 

 

Growth potential:  

- Non-standard peptides are expected to be a next-generation pharmaceutical product  

- As the demand for the production of non-standard peptides increase, there is a possibility of 

achieving  an IPO and the planned supply of investments from private companies    

 

Innovation:  
- PeptiStar promotes open innovation through collaboration and technology development with multiple 

Japanese companies which will be involved in various aspects of the manufacturing process of non-

standard peptide drug APIs 
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PeptiStar, Inc. 

・Otsuka Chemical Co.,Ltd.
・KISHIDA CHEMICAL Co.,Ltd
・Takenaka Corporation
・Chiyoda Corporation
・NAGASE & CO., LTD.
・Nakamura Choukou Co., Ltd.
・Nissan Chemical Industries, Ltd.
・Hamari Chemicals, Ltd.
・Microwave Chemical Co., Ltd.
・Mitsubishi Corporation
・WATANABE CHEMICAL INDUSTRIES, 
LTD

and Venture Capitals
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Target: PeptiStar, Inc. 
Business Outline: R&D, production and sales of non-standard peptide drug APIs
Authorized Investment: JPY750 million (maximum)
Date of Announcement: April 18, 2018 

Investment

■Large-scale, cutting edge equipment specialized for manufacturing 
of non-standard peptides

■Collaboration with experienced Japanese companies 
■Efficient, high quality manufacturing technology and 

considerable expertise

• Developed by technology from the University of Tokyo, PeptiStar supports the industrial production of non-standard peptide drug APIs, which are 
expected to be a next-generation pharmaceutical product

• Supporting open innovation by collaborating with multiple Japanese companies for various aspects of the manufacturing process of non-
standard peptide drug APIs
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